
HERBERT E. WRIGHT, Jr. 
Regents' Professor of Geology, Ecology, and Botany (Emeritus) 
Born:  13 September 1917    Malden, Massachusetts  
 
Education 
 B.A. 1939 Harvard College, Magna cum Laude (Geology) 
 M.A. 1941 Harvard University  (Geology) 
 Ph.D. 1943 Harvard University  (Geology) 
 
Positions 
 1946-1947 Instructor, Brown University 
 1947-1970 Geologist for seven archeological expeditions to Near East for Oriental Institute, 

University of Chicago 
 1947-1970 Field geologist intermittently with U.S. and Minnesota Geological Surveys 
 1947-1951 Assistant Professor of Geology, University of Minnesota 
 1951-1959 Associate Professor of Geology, University of Minnesota 
 1959-1974 Professor of Geology, University of Minnesota 
 1963-1989 Director, Limnological Research Center 
 1968-1974 Professor of Ecology, University of Minnesota 
 1974-1988 Regents' Professor of Geology, Ecology, and Botany, University of Minnesota 

(Emeritus 1988-present) 
 
Honors and Awards 
 
 Guggenheim Fellow, 1954-1955 
 Wenner-Gren Fellow, 1951, 1954-1955 
 National Academy of Sciences, 1977 
 Career awards:  Archaeological Institute of America 1985, Geological Society of America 

 (Archeological Division 1989, Quaternary Geology and Geomorphology Division 1992), 
 Society for American Archeology 1993, Science Museum of Minnesota 1990, International 
Paleolimnological Association 1009 

 Honorary degrees PhD / DSc:  Trinity College, Dublin 1966; Lund University, Sweden 1987; 
 University of Minnesota 1996 

 
 


